
Rule 29 - Spraying Program Rule 
 
Trees, weeds and brush in the right of way create obstacles for the linemen, and if allowed to 
grow large, create power outages and threaten reliability of service to our members. Spraying 
weeds and brush with herbicides is by far the most efficient manner of controlling the growth of 
noxious weeds, brush and unwanted trees within utility rights of way.  Vegetation management is 
crucial to provide reliable power to our members.  The areas targeted are non-maintained fence 
rows and rural area road sides in our easements that have not been mowed or maintained.  Areas 
within subdivisions will not be sprayed, however the path leading to the subdivision may be 
sprayed at the discretion of the REMC.  Lake areas contained in the Bartholomew County 
REMC territory will be exempt from the spraying program.  These areas include Grandview 
Lake, Harrison Lake, Tipton Lakes, Lutheran Lake, Schafer Lake and Lake Columbine. 
 
Spraying for Bartholomew County REMC will be conducted between July 1 and September 30 
by hired contractors.  The contractors used are fully licensed and certified to do this work by the 
Indiana State Chemist.  The herbicides used have been approved by the Environment Protection 
agency (EPA) and are registered with both State and Federal agencies.  The herbicides used are 
for woody plant control under power lines.  It may cause grass to temporarily turn yellow, 
established grasses are tolerant but newly seeded grasses may be injured.  Evergreen trees such 
as pine and cedar trees are not sprayed.   
 
 
No Spray Program 
Some members desire to have REMC not spray certain areas of its right of way has led to the 
creation of a no spray program.  
 
This policy addresses the permitting of no spray areas and sets up requirements for 
landowners who choose not to allow Bartholomew County REMC to spray trees, weeds and 
brush in its rights of way on their land. 
 
Landowners may request that rights of way not be sprayed.  To join this program, landowners 
must fill out a no spray agreement.  Upon approval of the no spray permit, Bartholomew County 
REMC will issue no spray tags on the internal map. 
 
Bartholomew County REMC will annually place an article in the Electric Consumer (newsletter 
of the cooperative) opening applications for no spray areas. Permits will be approved 
immediately upon application and must be received 30 days prior to the spray start date of July 
1st.   Applications will remain on file until homeowner chooses to relinquish their application. 
 
By enrolling in this program, the landowner will agree to take responsibility for the maintenance 
of the no spray areas.  If the landowner does not control trees, weeds and brush within no spray 
areas that threaten power lines, Bartholomew County REMC will send the landowner notice to 
destroy the brush, trees or weeds within a stated 30 day period for destruction.  If the landowner 
fails to destroy the brush or weeds within the notice period, Bartholomew County REMC will 
maintain the area by spraying or any other method that Bartholomew County REMC deems 
efficient. 


